
www.edukiran.co.in 51/71 Dudum Road, Kol-74  

 

Empowering Education. Enriching Lives Since 2002 

 

Rabindranath Tagore’s Vision of Basanta Utsav and Its 

Practice at Visva-Bharati University 

 

Shoubhik Chattopadhyay  

Founder, EDUKIRAN 

 

Dol (Holi) is not merely a festival of colors in Bengali life—it 

symbolizes the arrival of spring, the renewal of nature, and the 

joyful awakening of the human spirit. Yet it was Rabindranath 

Tagore who gave this festival a new cultural and humanistic 

dimension. In his vision, Dol was an expression of brotherhood, 

aesthetic refinement, discipline, and universal humanity. At 

Santiniketan, he transformed Dol into Basanta Utsav (Spring 

Festival), which later became a cherished tradition of Visva-

Bharati University. 

Tagore deeply felt the intimate bond between nature and human 

life. In his poems, songs, and essays, the changing seasons—

especially the arrival of spring—appear again and again. To him, 

spring symbolized: 

The spirit of new creation 

The awakening of beauty 

A call for love and harmony 

A moment of joyful celebration in human life 

He did not view Dol merely as a festival rooted in mythology. 

Instead, he reshaped it into a social and aesthetic celebration. He 
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believed that the colors of abir (colored powder) could dissolve 

differences among people and brighten the human heart. 

In one of his songs, he calls out: 

"O you who stay indoors, open your doors—Dol has 

arrived!" 

This call is not simply an invitation to step outside one’s home. It 

is an appeal to step beyond narrowness and join the larger 

human community. 

In 1923, Basanta Utsav began at Santiniketan. Gradually, it 

became an inseparable part of Visva-Bharati’s educational 

philosophy. Santiniketan was the living ground where Tagore 

implemented his ideas of holistic education—learning in 

harmony with nature, under the open sky. 

 

Special Features of Basanta Utsav 

 

Aesthetic Grace and Discipline 

Students dressed in yellow or saffron attire take part in a 

morning procession. Through music, dance, and recitation, they 

welcome the spirit of spring. The playing of colors is gentle and 

dignified—joyful, yet restrained. 

 

An Atmosphere of Equality and Harmony 

There is no division of caste, creed, or religion. Teachers and 

students participate together, creating a symbol of human unity. 

A Blend of Art and Education 

Rabindra Sangeet, dance dramas, and poetry bring alive the 

beauty of spring. This union of art and education remains the 

distinctive identity of Santiniketan. 

Tagore believed that education is not confined to textbooks. The 

joy of life, connection with nature, and social harmony are 
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equally essential parts of true learning. Through Basanta Utsav, 

he taught students: 

To love nature 

To appreciate beauty 

To cultivate brotherhood 

To respect culture 

For him, Dol was a festival of inner purification. The colors 

symbolized the colors of the soul—removing darkness from the 

heart and filling it with light. 

Even today, Basanta Utsav at Santiniketan is admired across the 

world. Every year, people from different parts of India and 

abroad gather there. Though some external aspects may have 

changed over time, the core philosophy—grace, dignity, and 

cultural unity—continues to flow. 

When Rabindra Sangeet echoes across the grounds of Visva-

Bharati and clouds of colored powder rise into the spring sky, it 

feels as though the light of Tagore’s vision still shines brightly. 

The great poet did not limit Dol to a mere play of colors. He 

transformed it into a festival of human unity, artistic beauty, and 

meaningful education. Basanta Utsav at Santiniketan stands as a 

living example of that vision. 

Thus, in Tagore’s philosophy, Dol is not only about the change of 

season—it is a celebration of inner renewal. The colors of spring 

do not remain outside; they awaken new creation within the 

human soul. That is the timeless message of Rabindranath 

Tagore. 
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